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Boots

On The
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by Senior Airman Tammy Cario
Public Affairs

Support and Defend

With six squadrons, five functional units, two
contractors, and one flight, the 911th Airlift Wing Mission
Support Group is home to more than 700 people, which
is half of the overall base population. Because there are
so many different squadrons and functional units, the
positions within the MSG vary greatly. One job might be
sitting at a desk processing
paperwork for a wing
member while another might
be carrying an M4 while
protecting the base. Whatever
the job, these squadrons and
functional units all have one thing in common: their
mission is to help keep the day-to-day work of the base
running smaoothly.

When the 911th MSG deployed 83 of its Airmen in
2008, the locations were as varied as the jobs they
perform: Kuwait, Irag, South Korea and Germany, to
name a few, along with several stateside locations. The
Airmen deployed from the 911th MSG had the same
mission overseas as they did stateside.

For instance, Senior Master Sgt. Ronald McCausland,
operations manager with the 911th AW Civil Engineering
Squadron, deployed with 13 other members of the CES
to Kirkuk, Iraq, for 120 days beginning in May 2008.

“My main duties were in the operations section of
CE managing service calls, work orders, projects and
digging requests for the base to include the Air Force,
Army, various contractors and the Iragi Air Force,”
Senior Master Sgt. McCausland said. He also helped to
build a demonstration water filter for the local Iraqi
villages. “My goal was to make this process as quick
and accurate as possible. This deployment gave me great
satisfaction about being able to help the cause.”

Another MSG Airmen to deploy in 2008 was Senior
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“Being deployed helps you see the big
picture and you realize that every bit counts.”
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Airman Aazita Afshari. An information manager with the
911th Logistics Readiness Squadron, Senior Airman
Afshari deployed to Ali Al Salem, Kuwait, for 120 days.
Her job was mail control activity, where she drove an
hour every day to work at the Kuwaiti City International
Airport sorting mail pallets that came in and out of the
Middle East.

“The people | worked with were great,” said Senior
Airman Afshari. “We worked hard and we had fun.”

As with any new
job and new location,
she had to learn to
adjust to the situation.
With the temperatures
soaring to the triple
digits, Senior Airman Afshari experienced firsthand how
important hydration is, especially in the desert. “You had
to drink a lot of water to stay hydrated,” she said. “I
made the mistake of saying, ‘No, | don’t need this.” | had
a headache for a week straight.”

Master Sgt. Dale Canofari, a superintendent with the
911th Airlift Wing Security Forces Squadron who deployed
to Kirkuk, Iraq, for six months, deployed with 27 other
fellow defenders. During his deployment his unit, 506th
Expeditionary Security Forces Squadron, the largest SFS
in Iraq, provided security for more than 5,000 Airmen
and Soldiers and responded to numerous rocket and
mortar attacks.

“The mission at Kirkuk was very challenging due to
the constant threat of attack. Despite that it was also
one of the most rewarding experiences of my career.
Defenders from numerous Reserve and active duty units
pulled together and functioned as a cohesive team in a
very challenging environment. Being deployed helps you
see the big picture and you realize that every bit counts,”
he said.

Senior Airman Matthew Eichenfels, a personnel

(story continues on next page)

- Master Sgt. Dale Canofari
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“In the long history of the world, only a few generations have been granted the role of defending
freedom in its hour of maximum danger. | do not shrink from this responsibility. | welcome it.”

- President John F. Kennedy
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“Never In the face of human conflict has so much been owed by so many to so few.”

- Winston Churchill
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NEWS BRIEFS

Annual Awards Banquet

This year’s Awards Banquet is scheduled for March
7, 2009. Although it’s quite some time away, the First
Sergeants are asking members to start sending photos
for consideration in the Awards Banquet slide show
presentation. This year’s special guest will be AFRC
Commander, Lt. Gen. Charles E. Stenner.
Base Closure & Delay Information Line

In case of inclement weather, base personnel are
encouraged to call the information line for the most up-
to-date information regarding closure and authorized
delays. The number to call is 412-474-8732.
Hero Packs for Children of Deployed Members

Hero Packs can be picked up in the Airman and
Family Readiness Office during the week and during
the UTA. The requirement to receive a Hero Pack is
to serve 90 or more days overseas for a deployment in
the past 12 months. Two types of packs are available,

one for older children and another for younger children.
Transition Couseling

There is a public law requirement that members
activated for 180 continuous days in support of a
contingency are to receive transition counseling at the
Airman and Family Readiness Office. Members will
have a chance to review their benefits and receive job
information and other assistance. This is a mandatory
requirement and each briefing lasts approximately 45
minutes. A copy of the counseling checklist, the DD
Form 2648-1, will also be placed in your records as
proof of completion. Call 412-474-8544 to set up an
appointment.
2009 Wings Over Pittsburgh

This year’s annual airshow will be held June 20 &
21 and will feature the Navy’s Blue Angels as the main
act. Other performers will include the Air Force Reserve
Jet Car, and Demos by ACC and the 911th.

' 2009 UTA Pay Chart !
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Respect for the Red, White & Blue...

Use the following procedures when showing respect to the flag and the national anthem:

All personnel in uniform and outside must face the flag and salute during the raising and lowering
of the flag. Upon the first note of the national anthem or “To the Colors,” all personnel in uniform
who aren’t in formation should stand and face the flag (or the sound of the music if the flag is not
visible) and salute. Hold the salute until the last note of the music is played.

All vehicles in motion should come to a stop at the first note of the music and the occupants
should sit quietly until the music ends.

When in civilian clothes, face the flag (or the sound of the music if the flag is not visible) and stand
at attention with the right hand over the heart or salute.

If indoors during retreat or reveille, there’s no need to stand or salute. However, everyone must
stand during the playing of the national anthem before a showing of a movie while in the base
theater. When listening to a radio or watching television, no specific action is necessary. Additionally,
a folded flag is considered cased; therefore, it is not necessary to salute or continue saluting.

PROMOTIONS|: 225

Delays/Closures

Domenic J. Mash, SFS Adam W. Lease, AMS .o. 412-474-8732

w Deida M. Sturges, AES e /o
Terrell D. Harﬁpton, 32nd APS @
JANUARY

W Randall Z. Chains, 32nd APS
Robert M. Ferry, SFS Pav Dates
Justin D. Tamburro, 32nd APS Judd S. Holcomb, SFS . Yy _
Maurice E. Pugh, CF Edward J. Steklachick, 32nd APS Primary: Jan. 21
Alternate: Feb. 4

A%

Peter A. Scalise, 758th AS Jason D. Brown, MEO
Jason L. Hlavsa, MXS Robert T. Price, SFS
Charice C. Henderson, 758th AS Michael L. VVanhorn, SFS

CONGRATULATIONS

U

Colonel (select .
Kenneth Honaker
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