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During the months of October and
November, the 911th Airlift Wing airlifted a
Carnegie Mellon University lunar robot for
testing on the volcanic surface of Hilo,
Hawaii. The consolidated lunar research
project between Carnegie Mellon University
of Pittsburgh, and NASA is currently being
tested for a 2025 lunar landing mission.
(photo by CMU and art by 911th Public Affairs)
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As we look forward to this Holiday Season and
the start of 2009, I want to express my gratitude
to each of you, your families and employers for

the sacrifices you make for our great country each and
every day.

Much has been asked and each reservist and family
member has given of themselves for their country. You’ve
stepped up to the challenge smartly, without hesitation.

For those who are able to celebrate this Holiday
Season with friends and family at home, I ask that you
remember our brave men and women who are serving
around the world far from family and friends.

About 2,000 of our Air Force Reserve warriors are
serving overseas with incredible distinction in global
operations every day by saving lives and thwarting terrorism. The entire Air Force Reserve
family has you in our hearts and looks forward to your safe return.

The holiday season provides an opportunity to remind us all to set aside time for
friends and family who share and support those sacrifices.

Dee and I wish you and your families the very best this Holiday Season and for 2009!
(Air Force Reserve Command News Service)

Air Force Reserve
commander shares holiday

wishes

Lt. Gen. Charles E. Stenner Jr.
Commander, Air Force Reserve Command
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The 911th Airlift Wing cannot
operate without the dedication of its
many military and civilian personnel
who keep the wing’s mission going.

That devotion to duty was
personified by Master Sgt. Robert
J. D’Amico, a former standard and
evaluation loadmaster with the 758th
Airlift Squadron, 911th AW, who
was remembered in a dedication,
held during the November Unit
Training Assembly at the 911th
AW’s Flight Operations Building,
bldg. 419. The dedication included
naming the street in front of bldg.
419 after him.

“Bob was such a driving force in
our unit,” said Chief Master Sgt.
David McNees, Chief Loadmaster,
758th Airlift Squadron, 911th AW.
“This was the only way we could

Memory honored with street sign dedication

think of to honor him,” the Chief
added.

Master Sgt. D’Amico died
September 22, 2008, after a long
battle with colon cancer. A cancer
that did not seem to take away his

drive to help the 911th AW in any
way he could.  During his battle with
colon cancer, Master Sgt. D’Amico
transitioned from his career as a
reservist to a civilian with the 911th
AW’s Operation Group.

“Even through the adversity of
cancer, he continued to do his job,”
Chief McNees said.

Master Sgt. D’Amico is survived
by his wife Lisa and his daughter
Natalie. Both were in attendance for
the dedication, along with members
from the 911th AW.

The dedication was the result of
numerous efforts. Master Sgt. Bob
Hughes, loadmaster with the 758th
AS, orchestrated the paperwork
necessary to get the street sign
named in Master Sgt. D’Amico’s
honor. While Col. Reuben Knox,
Commander of the 758th AS, and
Senior Master Sgt. Gail Graise, 1st
Sgt., 758 AS, organized the
dedication.

While Master Sgt. D’Amico has
passed, his memory will live on with
the 911th AW. The memory will
provide a testament as to what
service before self truly means.

by Staff Sgt. Roberto Modelo
Public Affairs

FY 09
UTA Schedule

December
Janurary
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September

Month     Primary    Alternate

6 - 7
10 - 11
7 - 8
7 - 8
4 - 5
2 - 3
6 - 7
11 - 12
8 - 9
12 - 13

13 - 14
24 - 25
21 - 22
21 - 22
18 - 19
16 - 17
20 - 21
25 - 26
22 - 23
19 - 20

Lisa and Natalie D'amico, wife and daughter of Master Sgt. Robert L. D'amico,
(center) stand with 911th Air Lift Wing command personnel beneath a street
sign dedicated to Master Sgt. D'amico during a ceremony here Nov. 1.  Master
Sgt. D'amico, a former loadmaster with the 758th Airlift Squadron, 911th Airlift
Wing, and civilian employee, passed away on Sep. 22 after a long battle with
cancer.  Master Sgt. D'amico's integrity and dedication to duty made him a
cherished member of the 911th's family.

(photo by Tech Sgt. Ian Carrier)
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The Allegheny County Airport
Authority and Allegheny County
Executive Dan Onorato officially
opened the Military & Family
Courtesy Center at Pittsburgh
International Airport during a
ceremony held at the airport
November 18.

This new customer service
program for members of the military
and their families is part of the
volunteer Airport Ambassadors
program.

“We have many members of the
military coming and going at Pittsburgh
International Airport. This room will
become an important asset for them
in their travels. I commend the Airport
Ambassadors for initiating this idea
and working with the Airport Authority
to see the dream become a reality,”
said Bradley D. Penrod, executive
director of the Allegheny County
Airport Authority.

The Military & Family Courtesy
Center, located just past Gate A4 in

the airside terminal of Pittsburgh
International Airport, provides work
stations, a spot to watch television, and
an area to spend time with family and
some light snacks and beverages for
military personnel.

 The Center is currently staffed
through the volunteer Airport
Ambassadors Program. The
Ambassador Program at Pittsburgh
International Airport trains and

by Allegheny County Airport
Authority Public Affairs

Airport opens new military comfort center

schedules volunteers to greet
passengers and help them navigate
through the airport.

“Soldiers traveling through
Pittsburgh International Airport now
have a special room to pass the time
while waiting for rides and flights,”
said Onorato. “The best part is there
will always be a welcoming smile and
an out-stretched hand. Our volunteer
Airport Ambassadors are here to greet
and serve the servicemen and women
who stop by.”

The Airport Ambassadors Program
has been in operation since 2001 and
has about 70 volunteers.

The Allegheny County Airport
Authority furnished and remodeled the
existing space while Soldiers & Sailors
Memorial Hall & Museum in
Pittsburgh loaned the Center artwork
for the walls and Allegheny County
Veterans Services is providing
information on various services and
programs available to military
personnel and their families.

“The airport saw a need based
on today’s military airport traffic and
they’ve delivered in a big way,” said
Col. Gordon H. Elwell, Jr., 911th Airlift
Wing Commander.

Retreat...
Cub Scouts from Pack 202 present their traditional two-fingered salute as the
base flag is lowered here Nov. 1. The boys took part in the flag retreat ceremony
that was conducted by members from the 911th Airlift Wing Mission Support
Group.  The Cub Scouts are for boys age 8-10 and much like the Air Force,
scouting promotes moral fortitude, physical fitness and mental awareness.

Allegheny County Executive Dan Onorato cuts the ribbon with an Airport
Ambassador, officially opening the new military comfort center located at Gate
A4, during a ceremony held November 18.

(photo by Tech Sgt. Ian Carrier)

(photo by Lt. Shawn M. Walleck)
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The Crew -- (Front row) Spencer Spiker, Carnegie Mellon University Field
Robotics Center’s principal research engineer for the project; Lt Col. John
DeMaye, Navigator; Capt. Lance Hupp, Pilot; (Back row) Capt. Clifton Johnson,
Co pilot; Master Sgt. Dan Ruedisueli, Engineer; Capt. William Fedorka, Aircraft
Commander; Tech. Sgt. John Griffith, Loadmaster; Tech. Sgt. John Cellurale,
Loadmaster

by Master Sgt. Mark Winklosky
Public Affairs

In support of a consolidated lunar research project
between Carnegie Mellon University of Pittsburgh, and
NASA, the 911th Airlift Wing was called to task to

airlift this unique equipment during the months of October
and November.

A six-member team from Carnegie Mellon’s Robotics
Institute, Field Robotic Center, along with four pallets of
scientific research equipment flew to Hilo, Hawaii for
offload and then the equipment went on to its final destination
at Mount Mauna Kea, a volcano that comprises 23 percent
of the island of Hawaii and is considered the island’s fourth
most active volcano.

 “The site was selected by a group from NASA,” said
Mr. Spencer Spiker, the Field Robotics Center’s principal
research engineer for the project. “It was selected because
the soil and terrain at the volcano site most closely resembles

‘Scarab’ rover was designed to carry a 1-
meter coring drill and a payload of science
instruments that can analyze the abundance
of hydrogen, oxygen and other materials on
the moon’s surface. It also has a unique
transforming chassis that allows it to lay
down on the ground to stabilize a drill and
also to posture itself for slope ascent and
descent. Onboard software controls motions
and uses laser scanning technologies to

that of the moon.”
The purpose of the project, known as the Lunar Rover

Initiative, was to test a four-wheeled prototype robot’s ability
to navigate Mauna Kea’s surface and take soil samples using
its coring drill.

 “The robot’s particular function is a lunar prospector,” said
Dr. David Wettergreen, associate research professor at
CMU’s Robotic Institute.

 “The robot, ‘Scarab,’ is designed to traverse along the
moon’s surface; take core samples with its onboard drill;
extract the samples; pulverized them into tiny grains; heat
them to 900 degrees Celsius; then collect and measure the
abundance and types of gases,” said Dr. Wettergreen.

“The integrated field test exercises an entire lunar scenario,”
he said.  “The purpose of this field test was to pull together all
of the pieces to demonstrate a full lunar scenario using
the drive, drill, process and analyze
cycle onboard ‘Scarab.’”

The information gathered by
‘Scarab’ is important to
NASA’s lunar
program because
the robot, once on
the moon’s surface,
can scout for lunar
base sites, as well
as find locations with
the richest available
resources, said Dr.
Wettergreen.

According to Dr.
Wettergreen, polar
craters of the moon lie
in permanent shadow
and may hold water
from ice frozen in the
deep cold. The

the 911th AW airlifted DANTE II, a tethered walking robot,
to Alaska in 1994 in order to explore the Mt. Spurr (Aleutian
Range, Ala.) volcano.

 “Although the next trip to the moon is in a fairly distant
timeframe – the year 2025 – there’s already discussion for
next year’s return to Mauna Kea for another round of testing,”
said Dr. Wettergreen. “We consider the 911th part of the
team and I’m sure we’ll be calling again as we draw closer
to that event.”

To view other images or learn more about CMU’s Robotics
Institute and the lunar research project log onto:  http://
www.frc.ri.cmu.edu/projects/lri/scarab/images.html.

The four-wheeled robot prototype, known as Scarab, is offloaded onto the tarmac at Hilo, HI, October
2008. The robot, designed by Carnegie Mellon University’s Robotics Institute, would be run through a
gamut of tests during an integrated field test exercise at Mount Mauna Kea, HI, October 2008. The robot
was designed as part of a lunar research project between NASA and CMU’s RI. The robot would be used
in future lunar exploration to help determine best possible lunar base camp sites, as well as locations
of the moon’s richest resource areas.

autonomously perceive and navigate terrain in total darkness.
Dr. Wettergreen stated that the project started in May 2007.

The 911th AW initially became involved in March 2008, when
Mr. Spiker contacted the 911th’s current operations

section about the possibility of airlifting the
equipment.

“They [CMU]
gave us the dates they

needed, and it was far
enough in advance that

we were able to make a
flight possible for

them,” said Master
Sgt. Kevin George,

911th current
operations.  “We saw it

as a good opportunity for
the aircrew to fly the
mission, and it was also an
opportunity for the Traffic
Management Office to
work with such unique

cargo.”
This isn’t the first

time the 911th AW
has helped the CMU

Field Robotics Center.  Dr. Wettergreen said

CMU, NASA Lunar Rover Initiative launches
from Pittsburgh Air Reserve Station

Feature

(photo courtesy of CMU Robotics Institute)

(photo courtesy of CMU Robotics Institute)
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RANDOLPH AIR FORCE BASE, Texas – Air
Force officials recently announced an added mission
for the Air Force Personnel Center to improve the
accountability of medical records and aid in the timely
processing of veterans’ disability claims.

Starting with Randolph AFB as the test base, AFPC
will collect and then transfer Health Treatment
Records (medical and dental records forwarded
together) to the servicing Department of Veterans
Affairs location of retired and separated Airmen who
left the Air Force after Sept. 1, 2008.

The new mission, directed by the Office of the
Undersecretary of Defense, will capitalize on a policy

Air Force Personnel Center adds new mission

by Master Sgt. Kat Bailey
Air Force Personnel Center

announced in 2007 to hold medical and dental records
at medical treatment facilities 30 days past an
Airman’s date of separation to capture documentation
from medical appointments and procedures toward
the end of a member’s service. The policy directs all
services to transfer medical and dental records to the
DVA from a “centralized personnel out-processing
location.” Therefore, the mission was assigned to
AFPC.

“This is not a scanning or storage operation like
unit personnel records, but an initiative to ensure
complete Health Treatment Records and any late-
flowing documents are sent to the VA,” said Barbara
Duggan, AFPC Records Branch Quality Assurance.

In the case of a late flowing document, if such a
late-flowing medical document is forwarded to AFPC
by an MTF, the Center can confirm the record was,
or was not, already sent to the DVA by annotating a
form letter to help ensure a complete record for our
Airmen.

“We’ve worked with the VA to ensure expeditious
processing of these late-flowing documents,” Ms.
Duggan said. “This could be the one document an
Airman needs that is holding up their VA disability
claim.”

Airmen do not have to wait until after they separate
or retire to file a disability claim with the DVA.  They
can file up to six months in advance providing they
can be available for DVA medical appointments.  In
these cases, Airmen can request a copy of their
records from their servicing MTF to provide to the
DVA.  Then, following the new guidelines, the
Airman’s MTF holds the original record until 30 days
after separation or retirement when it is sent to the
AFPC Health Treatment Records Central Cell.

“Although the medical records mission is an
accountability and transfer function versus scanning,
we are confident we will provide a valuable service
to the member and to the VA,” said Sharon Hogue,
Master Personnel Records Branch chief. “When
Airmen’s medical records are transferred by the Air
Force Personnel Center, we will be their advocate if
the records are misrouted at some point in the transfer
process.”

AFPC’s new Total Force mission will soon provide
accountability for medical and dental records for all
retired or separated Airmen – active, Guard and
Reserve. The effective start date for members of the
Guard and Reserve will be announced later this fall.

Civilian of the Quarter
award winners

Mr. Kevin  J. George
GS-9 and above and Wage Supervisor

Mr. Charles A. Hogard
GS-8 and below and Wage Grade



NewsThe Flyover December 2008 9

by Air Force News Service

RANDOLPH AIR FORCE
BASE, Texas – Tops In Blue, the
Air Force’s premiere entertainment
showcase, is accepting applications
until Dec. 2 for its 2009 talent search.

The 2009 talent call, called ‘Mission
Audition,’ encourages vocalists,
instrumentalists, dancers, and
nonmusical talent such as comedians,
dramatists, and magicians to submit
an application and audition video.
Airmen with skills in audio, lighting,
staging, video, and even driving, are
also being recruited.  All Air Force
active-duty, Reserve, and Guard

Tops In Blue talent search gets underway
members are eligible to compete.

Top applicants will vie for first and
second place trophies, fondly called
“Roger and Wilco,” during the Air
Force Worldwide Talent Search
Competition Jan. 11-19 at Lackland
Air Force Base, Texas.  In addition to
the trophies, contestants compete in
various performing arts programs that
include dance and musical auditions.
These special events, along with the
contest, will help officials evaluate the
talent potential of each contestant for
possible nomination to the 2009 Tops
In Blue team.

Fifty-five years ago, the Air Force
Talent Program began with local
auditions.  Today, the process is

streamlined to expedite and expand
auditioning opportunities.

As part of this streamlining effort,
Air Force Entertainment recently
created a new Tops In Blue Web site
that is designed to attract the Internet-
savvy generation.

“It’s all about keeping up with the
times and connecting with our
audience and potential talent pool,”
said Tom Edwards, chief of Air Force
Entertainment at the Air Force
Services Agency in San Antonio.

The new site gives Airmen an
easy way to submit their talent
application, upload their audition
video and receive confirmation that
their application is in the system, said
Mr. Edwards.

To apply, go to http://
www.afsv.af.mil/ , then Services and
click on Tops In Blue at the bottom.
For more information, call (210) 652-
6566.

Pay Dates

Alternate: Dec. 24

DecemberDecember

Primary: Dec. 15
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Virginia E. Howe, OSF
Ian M. Myers, CES

Chad R. Dolan, AMS
Kaylyn L. Corley, 32 APS
Leann R. Mechling, SFS

Bart D. Simon, CS
Dairvonte L. Woods, LRS

Erinn L. Black, AES
Jason E. Mileham, AMS
Ivan N. Nwaogu, AES
Michael A. Prince, SFS

Logan A. Lewis, MXS
Joseph Mayfield Jr, OSF

Derek K. Mills, CES
Jason T. Williams, MXS

Gregory K. Turner, CES
Cassaundra F. Wright, SVS

Keith A. Graft, SFS

by David Geeza, 911th CE &
U.S. Department of Energy

Energy awarness saves money during winter

This year’s Energy Awareness
theme for the Pittsburgh International
Airport Air Reserve Station is
“Secure Today’s Energy, Fuel
Tomorrow’s Mission”.  Every
Airman needs to be aware of the
energy they use, and do their part to
conserve both at home and on the
job.  With winter already upon us, the
following information below can be
used to save energy, and money.
Our homes consume a lot of
energy:

•  More than $160 billion a year to
heat, cool, light and live in our homes,
and this energy bill continues to grow

•  Our homes make up 21 percent
of the energy our nation uses each

year and contribute about 17 percent
of our nation’s emissions of
greenhouse gases

While our homes are more
efficient today than they were 30
years ago, considerable opportunity
remains for greater energy efficiency
and a lower energy bill. Many
households could save 20-30 percent
on their household energy bills
through cost-effective household
improvements such as:

•  Buying more energy-efficient
products and appliances

•  Sealing air and duct leaks
•  Adding insulation
Although the U.S. Department of

Energy is working on new energy
saving technologies, for many
Americans, the benefits of those
efforts will not come in time to help
them this winter.

Many Americans will,
unfortunately, see higher heating
bills this winter

The Energy Information
Administration (EIA) estimates that
compared to last year:

•  U.S. residential heating oil
prices during the 2008-2009 heating
season will increase 25 percent

•  Residential natural gas prices
over the same period will increase
17 percent
So what can they do now to lower
their energy costs?

The answers await them at
www.EnergySavers.gov, where
they’ll find practical, low-cost tips for
saving energy, including many they
can implement themselves. The Web
site is the centerpiece of the Energy
Savers informational campaign,
aimed at helping American
consumers and businesses use energy
more efficiently and save money
during the cold winter months, in
many cases with quick and easy low-
cost and no-cost solutions. The site
also provides information on more
long-term solutions, along with links
to organizations which may be able
to provide financial assistance.

•  2008 Outstanding Civil
Engineer Unit Award

•  2008 Brig. Gen. Archie S.
Mayes Award

•  2008 Gen. Thomas D.
White Pollution Prevention

Award

CongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulations
BaseBaseBaseBaseBase

Civil EngineeringCivil EngineeringCivil EngineeringCivil EngineeringCivil Engineering



11    December 2008The Flyover News

NEWS BRIEFS
Removable Media Policies
Recently, several incidents of Malware (Malicious
software) were transferred to Air Force computers
and networks from removable media such as USB
flash drives or memory sticks. This led to an initial
policy of banning all types of removal USB media from
AFRC assets. However that policy was later revised
to now allow government owned/purchased USB Hard
Drives as the only acceptable USB removable media
authorized to be used on government computers and
laptops. AFIs that cover removable media are 33-202
and 31-401.
Saluting for Veterans
A new law authorizes Veterans’ salutes during National
Anthem. Veterans and active-duty military not in
uniform can now render the military-style hand salute
during the playing of the national anthem. The new
provision improves upon a little known change in
federal law last year that authorized veterans to render

the military-style hand salute during the raising,
lowering or passing of the flag, but it did not address
salutes during the national anthem.  Last year’s
provision also applied to members of the armed forces
while not in uniform. For more information, visit
www.va.gov.
AFRC “Inside Out” Award
HELP CLUB CARGO BAY WIN! To win the “Inside
Out” award, AFRC bases are being judged on one
signature dish and total lunch sales, including lunch at
Perksburgh Cafe. The Club Cargo Bay Signature dish
is Tuesday Pasta Station. Judging is being based on
increased sales, so help spread the word and join us
for lunch! The contest will run from October 2008
through March 2009. 
Inclement Weather Number
As a reminder, the base phone number to check for
delays and closings due to inclement weather is 412-
474-8732.
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